
Geography Subject Knowledge Bank
Year 5: Earthquakes- How do they change the world?

Vocabulary Definition

fault line A long crack in the surface of
the earth

Richter Scale A way to measure the
magnitude of earthquakes

displacement The action of moving
something from its place

tsunami A giant wave caused by
earthquakes.

Plate tectonics The way in which the earth
below the surface is split into
plates that slowly move.

epicentre The point on the earth’s
surface that is directly above
where an earthquake occurs.


