
Geography Subject Knowledge Bank
Year 3:Mountains and Volcanoes What, where and why?

Vocabulary Definition

Mountain A huge raised part of the
Earth’s surface.

volcano An opening in the Earth’s
surface

main vent Channel through which
magma travels to reach
Earth’s surface.

crater Bowl shaped hole caused by
an eruption

magma chamber Underground pool of liquid
rock

eruption An expulsion of gas, rock and
lava

plate tectonics The outermost layer of the
earth is crust that is broken
into pieces.

valley Area of low land between
mountains.

ridge A long, narrow high section
of land

plateau Area of flat high ground.


